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ABSTRACT...... Among the different forms of livestock farming, dairying isconsidered asa
“treasure” of the Indian rural economy. For the design and implementation of support
programmes to promote dairy farming for rural development and for adoption of new
technologiesin dairy, profile of the dairy farmersisan important factor in developing countries
like India. By considering this aspect the study was undertaken in Hisar district of Haryana.
Among the 60 dairy farmers 73.3 per cent of respondents were middle aged with mean age of
about 43 years. The respondents had fairly good formal education with mean value of 4.23
which indicatesthat majority (96.6%) of dairy farmerswere literate. Family structure of dairy
farmers was 65.0 per cent of the respondents belonged to joint families and 35.0 per cent to
nuclear families. Thefamily land holding ranged from 1 to 6 acreswith amean 2.60 acres. 43.3
per cent of the respondents preferred to have aherd size of 3-5 dairy animals. Therespondents
ingeneral had poor socia participation with mean value aslow as 0.16. Further, majority of the
respondents had low level of extension contact with mean value of 2.23. Mass mediaexposure
of dairy farmerswas also low with mean val ue of 2.65 which indicates majority (73.3%) of dairy
farmershad low level of mass mediaexposure. However, economic motivation of dairy farmer
wasfairly highwith meanvalueof 22.56. Thedairy farmersin general had mediumrisk orientation
with mean value 18.28.
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